IV

KANCHI AND KALAHASTI
The ancient Pallava Kingdom was adorned with
several grand temples dedicated to Siva. Among them the
temples associated with the prime elements of Earth (Pridvi)
and Air (Vayu) located at Kanchi and Kalahasti are
outstanding monuments of sculpture and architecture
commanding implicit devotion.
Many of the great Nayanmars have praised Siva in
these places in many of their devotional songs. The poet
Muka, after regaining the power of speech by the grace of
the Devi in these places, has composed hundreds of Slokas
in praise of Her. Adi Sankara established Kamakoti Peetam
at Kanchi and Jalandhara Peetam at Kalahasti.
In recent times His Holiness Paramacharya Chandra
Sekhafa Saraswati Swamigal conducted Agama Sadas at
Kalahasti and identified a number of idols and deciphered
many ancient inscriptions. Recognising the spiritual
potency of this place he established a home for the aged,
which is being ably managed by Rotarian Sri.N.R. Das. H.H.
Srijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal, besides renovating a
number of temples, has established another such home near
Kanchi. The young Swami Sri. Vijayendra Saraswathi is a
tower of inspiration.
In all humility I pay my obeisance to these three
Acharyas of Kanchi and express my gratitude to Sri.N.R.
Das for encouraging me to undertake the task.
- Pavani Sitaramiah